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HISTORY OF THE U.S. NAVAL WAR COLLEGE

 Founded in Newport, Rhode Island on October 6, 1884, the U.S. Naval War 
College is the oldest war college in the world. Commodore Stephen B. Luce 
was the first President and organized the War College as a place to study the 
highest aspects of the military profession, defining it as “a place of original 
research on all questions relating to war and to statesmanship connected with 
war, or the prevention of war.” These foundations were built upon by Captain 
Alfred Thayer Mahan, second President of the College, who had originally 
been selected by Luce to initiate the course in Naval History. Of all the men 
who were to influence the institution in its early years, none was to have a more 
profound impact. Mahan’s views deeply affected such leaders as Henry Cabot 
Lodge and Theodore Roosevelt and through them and others helped shape the 
United States’ destiny at the turn of the century. Mahan’s Naval War College 
lectures, published as The Influence of Sea Power Upon History, 1660–1783 
(1890), gained him worldwide acclaim and first established the U.S. Naval War 
College as an internationally respected institution. Other early faculty members 
made pioneering contributions to hallmark areas of enduring interest for the 
College. Among them were Charles Stockton, who drafted the first international 
law code for naval warfare in 1898, and William McCarty Little, who developed 
the art of naval war gaming between 1886 and 1914. 
 Functioning continuously since 1884, except for brief periods during the 
Spanish-American War and World War I, the War College numbers among 
its graduates such distinguished naval officers as Admirals Sims, Spruance, 
King, Nimitz, and Halsey, in addition to many others who today are holding 
prominent positions.
 The work begun more than one hundred years ago by Luce and Mahan 
continues today. As graduates well know, the curriculum is both demanding 
and rewarding. For the military professional, the unique education provided 
by the Naval War College is unrivaled. In recognition of the academic rigor 
and educational excellence of its program, the U.S. Naval War College has 
been accredited since 1991 by first the Commission on Institutions of Higher 
Education of the New England Association of Schools and Colleges and now 
the New England Commission of Higher Education to award a Master of Arts 
degree in National Security and Strategic Studies. In 2015 this accreditation 
was expanded to award two degrees. Graduating students in the senior level 
course now receive a Master of Arts in National Security and Strategic Studies 
while graduating students in the intermediate course receive a Master of Arts in 
Defense and Strategic Studies.





VIRTUAL GRADUATION PROGRAM

Ceremonial Music.........................................................Navy Band Northeast

Master of Ceremonies..................Captain Cynthia A. Dieterly, U.S. Navy
 Dean of Students, U.S. Naval War College

National Anthem...........Musician Second Class Rachel Vennel, U.S. Navy
 Vocalist, Navy Band Northeast

Invocation.............................Commander James L. Dance, CHC, U.S. Navy
 Executive Officer, Naval Chaplaincy School and Center

Commencement Address.............................Colonel Ryan Hill, U.S. Air Force
                          Professor, College of Leadership and Ethics

Presentation of Graduates

Charge to Graduates..........Rear Admiral Shoshana S. Chatfield, U.S. Navy
 President, U.S. Naval War College

Benediction..........................Commander James L. Dance, CHC, U.S. Navy
 Executive Officer, Naval Chaplaincy School and Center



REAR ADMIRAL SHOSHANA S. CHATFIELD  
PRESIDENT, U.S. NAVAL WAR COLLEGE  

 Rear Admiral Shoshana S. Chatfield is the fifty-seventh 
President of the U.S. Naval War College and a career naval 
helicopter pilot. A native of Garden Grove, California, she 
graduated from Boston University in 1987 with a Bachelor 
of Arts in International Relations and French Language 
and Literature. She received her commission through 
the Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps in 1988 and 
earned her wings of gold in 1989. Chatfield was awarded 
the Navy’s Political/Military Scholarship and attended the 
Kennedy School of Government, receiving a Master of 
Public Administration from Harvard University in 1997. 

In 2009, the University of San Diego conferred upon her a doctorate of education in 
leadership studies.
 Operationally, she flew the SH-3, CH-46D and MH-60S and deployed in helicopter 
detachments to the Western Pacific and Arabian Gulf supporting carrier strike group 
and amphibious ready group operations.
 Ashore, she participated in the Joint Staff/OSD Internship Program, augmenting the 
Joint Staff, Plans and Policy (J-5) Directorate, Central & Eastern European Branch and 
served as assistant professor of political science at the United States Air Force Academy 
from 2001–2004.
 Chatfield commanded at the squadron and type wing level and additionally 
commanded a joint provincial reconstruction team in Farah Province, Afghanistan. 
Most recently, Chatfield commanded Joint Region Marianas from January 2017 to 
August 2019. 



COLONEL RYAN HILL, U.S. AIR FORCE 
PROFESSOR, COLLEGE OF LEADERSHIP AND ETHICS

 Colonel Ryan “Rhino” Hill joined the faculty at the U.S. 
Naval War College in 2019 and is currently the director of 
the Stockdale Leader Development Concentration and a 
military professor in the College of Leadership and Ethics. 
He is a command pilot with over 2,600 hours in the A-10 
and A-29, and he has combat experience as an A-10 pilot 
and as a battalion air liaison officer in the 82nd Airborne 
Division. Col. Hill served as the lead operational planner 
on the Combined Forces Command Staff in Korea, and 
his most recent assignment was as the commander of the 
81st Fighter Squadron at Moody AFB, Georgia. He is a 

graduate of the Air Force Academy, the Army’s School of Advanced Military Studies, 
and the Naval War College.



DR. JAMES E. HICKEY 
ACTING PROVOST, U.S. NAVAL WAR COLLEGE  

 Dr. James E. “Jay” Hickey, Acting Provost, is a 1980 
graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy.  He earned graduate 
degrees from Troy University and King’s College London, 
and graduated from the Naval War College’s non-resident 
program with distinction in 1992. He holds a Ph.D. in 
Humanities from Salve Regina University, where he focused 
on ethics and the use of precision-guided munitions. He 
is the author of Precision-Guided Munitions and Human 
Suffering in War (Ashgate; 2012). A career Naval Flight 
Officer in the A-6E Intruder, he served a number of 
operational and staff tours including overseas duty in 

Bahrain and the United Kingdom. Prior to joining the Strategy and Policy Department 
as a military faculty member in 2000, he taught for three years at the UK’s Joint Services 
Command and Staff College then located at RAF Bracknell west of London. He joined 
the College of Distance Education (CDE) faculty in early 2005 to help launch the Navy 
Knowledge Online–based series of Professional Military Education courses for junior 
officers and the enlisted force, which today have over 330,000 students enrolled. From 
2007 until 2010 he served as the non-resident Graduate Degree Program Manager 
before serving as the Director of CDE from July 2010 until July 2015. He then served as 
Associate Provost until being appointed as the Acting Provost in July 2020. 



DR. PHIL HAUN 
DEAN OF ACADEMICS, U.S. NAVAL WAR COLLEGE  
   Phil Haun has been the Dean of Academics and a 
Professor at the U.S. Naval War College since 2016. He 
previously served in the U.S. Air Force as an officer and 
A-10 pilot with combat tours in Iraq, Bosnia, Kosovo, and 
Afghanistan. His last assignment was as Commander of 
AFROTC at Yale University.  Phil’s military education 
includes National Security Fellow at the JFK School of 
Government, School of Advanced Air and Space Studies, 
Air Command and Staff College, and USAF Weapons 
School.  His areas of scholarly and professional expertise 
are coercion, deterrence, air power theory, strategy, 

international relations, and security studies.  Phil holds a Ph.D. in Political Science/
International Relations from MIT, a master’s degree in Economics from Vanderbilt, 
and a bachelor’s degree in Engineering Studies from Harvard. He taught Economics 
at the Air Force Academy, Strategy and Policy at the U.S. Naval War College, and 
Military History and Grand Strategy at Yale University. For the past decade he has 
been a research affiliate with MIT’s Security Studies Program. His books include 
Lectures of the Air Corps Tactical School and American Strategic Bombing in World 
War II (UP Kentucky, 2019), Coercion, Survival, and War: Why Weak States Resist 
the United States (Stanford UP, 2015), and A-10s over Kosovo (Air University Press, 
2003). His latest article with the Journal of Strategic Studies is “Peacetime military 
innovation through inter-service cooperation: The unique case of the U.S. Air Force 
and Battlefield Air Interdiction.” 

   



COLLEGE OF NAVAL WARFARE

Lieutenant Colonel Gregory Ryan Curtis, U.S. Marine Corps*
Commander Anthony J. Falvo, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Colonel James E. Graham III, U.S. Marine Corps Reserve
Lieutenant Colonel Peter Olaf Gustafson, U.S. Army National Guard
Commander Erik L. Halvorson, U.S. Navy†‡
Captain Michael Holland, U.S. Navy*
Commander Hak Jun Kim, U.S. Navy
Commander Karl W. Kraut, U.S. Navy*
Lieutenant Colonel Tina H. Miller, U.S. Army Reserve
Lieutenant Colonel Dean A. Nemecek, U.S. Army National Guard 
Commander Patrick Prag, U.S. Navy
Commander Mary Heather Robinson, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Colonel Jacob Bruno Roy, U.S. Army National Guard
Commander Scott M. Ryan, U.S. Navy
Commander Zachary P. Scheetz, U.S. Navy
Commander Nathan Winters, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Colonel Dwayne A. Wirfel, U.S. Army Reserve

COLLEGE OF NAVAL COMMAND AND STAFF

Major Steven D. Alustiza, U.S. Army 
Major Nicholas R. Bowman, U.S. Army 
Lieutenant Commander Bradford Christian Brodersen, U.S. Navy
Major Andrea D. Brooks, U.S. Army Reserve 
Major Edmund Joseph Carazo III, U.S. Army 
Lieutenant Commander Joseph R. Collins, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Nicholas D. Cornwell, U.S. Navy
Major David A. Cutri, Jr., U.S. Army Reserve 
Major Jeryl Clinton Denney II, U.S. Army Reserve 
Commander Christopher C. Dike, U.S. Navy*
Lieutenant Commander Justin J. Estrada, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Michael C. Gartner, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Jarad John Gilbertson, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Jonathan M. Gilliom, U.S. Navy*
Lieutenant Commander Nicholas Dwayne Harden, U.S. Navy
Major Dennis M. Harding, Jr., U.S. Army Reserve 
Major Taylor Harrington, U.S. Army 

HONORS
* Distinction
† Highest Distinction
‡ Honor Graduate



Lieutenant Commander Taylor Andrew Hesse, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Adam Howe, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant James Roussel Isham, U.S. Navy
Major Matthew Kasenow, U.S. Army* 
Lieutenant Commander Nathan Eric Kelly, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Mark D. Knorr, U.S. Navy†
Lieutenant Commander Joshua Ryan Martinez, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Christi Elizabeth Morrissey, U.S. Navy†‡
Lieutenant Commander Matthew Joseph Orner, U.S. Navy
Major Emille K. Prosko, U.S. Army* 
Commander Aaron Adam Robinson, U.S. Navy*
Lieutenant Commander Christopher Schnappinger, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Christina Sears, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Avery B. Sheridan, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Kathryn A. Thomas, U.S. Navy
Lieutenant Commander Timothy M. White, U.S. Navy†
Lieutenant Commander Kurtis Kai-Yeung Wong, U.S. Navy
Major Mathew B. Young, U.S. Army Reserve 
Lieutenant Commander James M. Zweifel, U.S. Navy



“[The War College] is a place of original research 

on all questions relating to war and to statesman-

ship connected with war, or the prevention of 

war.”    

                                           —Admiral Stephen B. Luce



linkedin.com/school/usnwc

facebook.com/USNWCAlumni

instagram.com/usnwcalumni

alumni@usnwc.edu            (401) 841-6535

myUSNWC.com

Stay connected to your Navy’s Home of Thought 
and your global alumni network with your
U.S. Naval War College Alumni Programs.

ALUMNI

Tag your photos #USNWCALUMNI and share them with us.

For more information regarding March graduation, please visit the  
U.S. Naval War College website at https://usnwc.edu/Graduation-March-2021.



The motto of the Naval War College is 

“Victory through Sea Power.” 

The trident rising from the water symbolizes 

mastery of naval activities—its three tines 

are evocative of naval warfare on sea, air, 

and land. The pilot wheel atop the shield 

alludes to the mission of the college—

education in naval warfare. The wheel’s 

eight spokes symbolize honor, duty, 

leadership, command, strategy, tactics, 

logistics, and weapons. The laurel wreath 

represents achievement of the mission.




