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Summer 2025

Notes From the CMSI Director

Quarterly Update from the China Maritime Studies Institute (CMSI):

Our biennial conference, “The People of China’s Navy — and Other
Maritime Forces”, was hosted at the Naval War College on 14-15
May. The Quick Look and China Maritime Report # 47 (CMR) contain
summaries of the conference’s key findings. CMSI will soon begin to

publish papers from this conference as individual CMRs.

CMSIl is opening its translation vault. CMSI has nearly two hundred
articles from PRC military maritime journals that it has translated over
the last fifteen years. Most of these translations have not been released
publicly. CMSI will soon begin releasing these translations in volumes
organized by topic to the CMSI distribution list.

CMSI’s 2025-2026 research plan preview. Watch for cutting edge
CMSI research related to PLAN corruption, PRC shipbuilding, World
Class Navy ambitions, cross-Strait deception, and deep sea civil-
military integration. These are just a few of the topics CMSI plans to
address over the next year. Much more to follow!



https://usnwc.edu/_images/portals/0/NWCDepartments/China-Maritime-Studies-Institute/CMSI%20CONFERENCE%202025%20QUICK%20LOOK%20REPORT.pdf
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1047&context=cmsi-maritime-reports
https://usnwc.us22.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=b6326af536178252521ae087c&id=9379f781ce

CMS/I’s Recent Publications

Famularo, Julia., “Great Inspectations, PRC Maritime Law Enforcement

Operations in the Taiwan Strait” China Maritime Report No.48, July 2025

Erickson, Andrew and Sharman, Christopher., “PLAN Chief of Staff VADM Li
Hanjun: Fast Rising Star of Training and Education Extinguished,” China
Maritime Studies Institute Note # 15, 30 June 2025

Ryan Martinson published an online editorial that appeared in The Maritime
Executive entitled “China is Preparing to Counter U.S. Submarine Surveillance

System,” The Maritime Executive, 29 June 25

Ryan Martinson’s article “Exposed Undersea: PLA Navy Officer Reflections on
China’s Not-So-Silent Service” was published by the Center for International

Maritime Security, 24 June 25

Andrew Erickson’s journal article “People the New Engine of Chinse Naval

Power,” appeared in Marine & Oceans Magazine (French) Issue 287, June 2025

Ryan Martinson published an article entitled “The Education of Chinese Naval
Personnel,” Australian Naval Institute, 30 May 2025

Erickson, Andrew., “The People of China’s Navy and Other Maritime Forces,

Extended Summary of Conference Findings” China Maritime Studies Institute
Report #47, 28 May 2025

Andrew Erickson provided a chapter entitled “/mposing the Fate of Sisyphus?

The PLA as An instrument of National Power and Force Preparation toward

Taiwan” to the edited volume The PLA in a Complex Security Environment:
Preparing for High Winds and Choppy Waters, NBR, 15 May 2025

Andrew Erickson’s article “China’s New Liaowang-1 Space Support Ship:

Defensive and Offensive Capabilities from Sea to Satellites” was published in
19FortyFive 8 May 2025

Martinson, Ryan., “China’s Fishermen Spies, Intelligence Specialists in the
Maritime Militia,” China Maritime Studies Institute Report # 46, 23 April 2025
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CMS/I’s Research in the News

CMSI Note #6 was referenced in an article by Yu-cheng Chen and K.Tristan
Tang entitled, “PLA Navy Shifts Training Focus from Near-Shore to Blue Water
Operations” Real Clear Defense, 28 July 2025

The article “Maritime Militia: China’s Hybrid War Strategy in the Indian Ocean”
by Uzay Bulut writing for the online journal The European Conservative

references a paper by Andrew Erickson entitled “The Essence of Distinction:
The Ends, Ways, and Means of China’s Military Maritime Quest,” The European
Conservative, 27 July 2025

The Small Wars Journal included CMR #48 “Great Inspectations, PRC
Maritime Law Enforcement Operations in the Taiwan Strait” in its annotated

bibliography of Chinese Maritime Militia and Illegal Unreported and
Unregulated IUU Fishing by Lars Slobodow and John P Sullivan, The Small
Wars Journal, 26 July 25

Ryan Martinson was quoted in an on line article by David Axe for the Australian
Strategic Policy Institute entitled “Undersea Sensors — A US Trump Card China
Knows it must eliminate,” ASPI, 25 July 2025CMSI’s edited volume China’s
Maritime Gray Zone Operations Vol. 7 was referenced in an article by Markus

Garlauskus and Philip W. Yu entitled “Dispatch from Manila: A lesson in
calling out Chinese Maritime Aggression,” Atlantic Council, 24 July 2025

Chris Sharman was quoted in the New York Times article by Chris Buckley,
“China’s Aircraft Carriers Push into Waters Long Dominated by U.S.,” New
York Times 17 July 2025

The online journal Asia Times referenced Sarah Kirchberger’s CMR #31 in an
article by Gabriel Honrada entitled “Submarine Delays Sinking U.S. Edge in a
Taiwan War,” Asia Times, 17 July 2025



https://www.realcleardefense.com/articles/2025/07/28/pla_navy_shifts_training_focus_from_near-shore_to_blue-water_operations_1125250.html
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https://asiatimes.com/2025/07/submarine-delays-sinking-us-edge-in-a-taiwan-war/
https://asiatimes.com/2025/07/submarine-delays-sinking-us-edge-in-a-taiwan-war/

CMSVI’s Research In The News (Continued)

The online journal Asia Times referenced David Logan’s CMR #33 in an article
by Gabriel Honrada entitled “China’s Fifth-gen jets sharpen edge for Drone
Swarm War,” Asia Times 23 July 2025

lan Easton was quoted in the Wall Street Journal article by Joyu Wang “Taiwan
Resists China With Amped-Up Military Drills, U.S. Tanks and History
Lessons,” WSJ, 10 July 2025

Ryan Martinson was quoted in an online article by Chris Buckley “China
Surveys Seabeds Where Naval Rivals May One Day Clash,” New York Times,
10 July 2025

Andrew Erickson’s and Chris Sharman’s CMSI Note #15 was referenced in a
Newsweek article by Didi Kirsten Tatlow, “China’s Disappearing Generals Put
Questions Over Xi’s Grip “, Newsweek Magazine, 03 July 2025

Andrew Erickson is quoted by Hollie McKay in her article, “Beijing’s Rare
Disclosure on DF-5B Missile Signals Shift in Nuclear Messaging “ The Cipher
Brief, 30 June 2025

Chris Sharman was quoted in the BBC Chinese language article “What does it
mean for China’s twin carriers, the Liaoning and Shandong, to cross the
Pacific “Second Island Chain”?” BBC News, 25 June 2025

China Maritime Note #14 was referenced in an opinion piece entitled “Are
China’s Invasion Barges Too Short?” Domino Theory, 23 May 25
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CMSI Translations

How to Achieve a “Soft Landing” for New Recruits Joining Companies,
People’s Navy, 10 July 2025)

Spring Breeze Accompanies Us as We Strive Forward, People’s Navy, 10 July
2025

Lessons and Thoughts from the Struggle for Command of the Sea in the Red
Sea, Navy Today, 03 June 2025

Combine Wisdom and Joint Efforts, Training in a Sea of Mines, “Pioneers of
Breaking Obstacles” Navy Today, 21 May 2025

Analysis of Problems with Warship Damage Control Plans and Methods for
Preparing Damage Control Plans” Safety and Security 43 No 7, 17 April 2025

Education & Engagement

Contested Logistics Senior Leader Advisory
Council Summit
National Security Council
House Select Committee on China
SECNAV Staff
USCENTCOM 1J3 (Prospective)
Raytheon Naval Power Unit
Navy HR Professional Dev. Training Course
DARPA
Defense Institute of International Legal Studies
Submarine Squadron Two
Seventh Fleet Reserve Detachment
Madison Grand Strategy Sea Power Workshop
Commander, Naval Surface Force Atlantic
Interagency
JMO Lecture — China Way of War
Elective Lecture — World Class Navy

Commander, Naval Surface and Mine Warfighting
Development Center
Office of Management and Budget
Heritage Foundation
OSD Speechwriter
VAQ 209/ VAQ 138
OSD Red Team
Harvard Fairbanks Center
OPNAV NS53
U.S. Army War College
CICS 12
USARPAC
Taiwan Digital TTX
UCSD & Brookings Institution “Ocean Science”
National Intelligence Council
JMO Lecture — China’s Maritime Strategy
Senior Enlisted Academy / Officer Dev. School
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