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Happy Year of the Snake from the China Maritime Studies Institute (CMSI).  

Our upcoming conference, “The People of China’s Navy – and Other Maritime 
Forces”, will be held at the Naval War College on 14-15 May. The conference 
will focus on the individual personnel (officers/enlisted/civilians) of the PLA 
Navy and other relevant services and their roles with respective organizations, 
together with related dynamics, rules, and policies. We will examine 
recruitment, training, education, career progression, retention, and 
roles/responsibilities of individual members of the service(s). Invitations will 
be sent soon to conference participants (authors / speakers). If you would like 
to be considered for an invitation to attend (no host), please send me an e-
mail request. Watch the CMSI Conference website for more information on 
this exciting event. 

In other news, we are pleased to announce that CMSI’s Study in Chinese 
Maritime Development #8 “Chinese Amphibious Warfare: Prospects for a 
Cross-Strait Invasion,” was selected by the Samuel B. Griffith Foundation as 
their publication of the year.  

Lastly, our esteemed colleague, Professor Conor Kennedy has departed CMSI 
for another professional opportunity. Conor’s insights, analysis, and record of 
pathbreaking research will be sorely missed at CMSI, across the Department 
of Defense, and the greater China-watcher community. Fair Winds, Conor. 
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Tat, Tiffany., “Shadow Force: A Look Inside the PLA Navy Reserve,” China 
Maritime Report No.43, December 2024 

Erickson, Andrew and Sharman, Christopher., “Admiral Miao Hua’s Fall: 
Further Navy Fallout,” China Maritime Studies Institute Note 11, 28 November 
2024 

Erickson. Andrew., “China’s Amphibious Warfare: Taiwan Targeted, Scenarios 
Swirling,” The Diplomat, 14 DEC 2024 (Part 1, Part 2) 

Erickson, Andrew., “What the Pentagon’s New Report on Chinese Military 
Power Reveals about Capabilities, Context, and Consequences,” War on the 
Rocks, 19 DEC 2024 

Martinson, Ryan., “Missing in the Gray Zone? China’s maritime Militia Forces 
Around Taiwan,” The Diplomat, 24 DEC 2024 

Ian Easton was quoted in the article by Gabriel Honrada “China Building 
Monster Barges to Overturn Taiwan’s Shores,” Asia Times, 13 January 2025 

Tiffany Tat’s CMSR #43 was referenced in the article, “Enough to Devastate 
Every U.S. Navy Warship in Norfolk: China’s “Shadow Fleet” Raises Alarm In 
Washington,” The EurAsian Times, 10 JAN 2025 

Chris Sharman and Andrew Erickson’s CMSI Note # 11 is referenced in the 
article by Frank Chung., “China’s corruption crackdown on top military brass 
casts fresh doubt on Taiwan invasion readiness,” news.com.au, 27 DEC 2024 

Ian Easton is quoted in the article by Sinead Baker “Taiwan Gets First US 
Abrams Tanks Amid China’s Increased Aggression,” Business Insider, 16 DEC 
2024 

Chris Sharman and Andrew Erickson provided commentary., “Fresh Doubts 
about China’s Ability to Invade Taiwan,” The Economist, 05 DEC 2024 
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Chris Sharman was quoted in the online article by Lu Jiahong, “From Chancay 
to the Transoceanic Railway: How China is Expanding in America’s Latin 
American Backyard” BBC News, 5 DEC 2024 

Chris Sharman was quoted in the online article, “Corruption, or worse, strikes 
again in PLA,” ANI News, 3 DEC 2024 

Ian Easton is quoted in an article by Michael Peck., “A Chinese Invasion of 
Taiwan Would Depend on Seizing Its Ports,” Business Insider, 01 DEC 2024 

Chris Sharman conducted an in-depth online interview regarding the PLAN 
and tensions around Taiwan in Al Jazeera Balkans, 14 November 2024 

 

 

Mission Command is Not the Antidote, Modern Ships, no.3 (March 2024) 

Strengthen Command Capabilities to Win Future Naval Battles, People’s Navy, 
11 January 2023 

Mid-Life Overhaul and Upgrade of the Type 052C Guided Missile Destroyer, 
Shipborne Weapons, No. 397 (November 2023) 

Transformation, How Significant is the Role of an Airfield Station, People’s 
Navy, 14 July 2023 

Mine Countermeasure Operations in a Cross-Strait Island Landing Campaign, 
Shipborne Weapons, June 2024  
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