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CONFERENCE PRECEPTS 
 
 

This year marks the 64th annual Current Strategy Forum at the Naval War College in Newport.  The first 
CSF held on 9 May 1949 under the title “Round Table Talks,” offered an opportunity for the nation’s 
public servants, scholars, and senior military officers to join the College faculty and students to discuss 
the future strategy of the United States.  Over the decades, the forum has expanded to include a cross 
section of America’s civilian and military leadership to encourage a wide-ranging debate on national and 
international security.  This year’s theme: 

 

AMERICAN GRAND STRATEGY: 

POWER AND PURPOSE IN THE 21ST CENTURY 

 

The first decade of the 21st century provided a glimpse into new trends in the geopolitical landscape, 
global economic conditions, and the security challenges facing the United States and our partners 
around the world. 

This year’s forum will seek to capture new thinking and challenge the conventional wisdom regarding 
America’s purpose in the world, seeking to understand our nation’s grand strategy going forward into the 
21st century and the role and missions for our maritime forces. 

The 64th Current Strategy Forum will explore the following critical issues affecting our nation’s future 
security and well-being: 

 

 American Grand Strategy — Intended versus Realized Strategic Outcomes 

 Global Economic Outlook and Its Impact on the International Security Environment 

 National Military Strategy — Sustaining Global Leadership in an Age of Fiscal Austerity 

 Technology — Update and Impact on the Future of Warfare 

 Implications for the Roles and Missions of U.S. Naval Forces 
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PROGRAM OF EVENTS 
 
TUESDAY, JUNE 18 

 8:30 a.m. Administrative Announcements 

 8:35 Welcome and Introduction 
Rear Admiral John N. Christenson, U.S. Navy, President, U.S. Naval War College 

 8:40 Keynote Address 
William C. Wohlforth, Dartmouth College  

 9:40 Break 

 10:00  Panel 1 – U.S. Grand Strategy: Intended and Actual Outcomes 
 Colin Dueck, George Mason University  
 Christopher Layne, Texas A&M University  
 Walter A. McDougall, University of Pennsylvania 
Moderator:  John H. Maurer, U.S. Naval War College 

 11:30 Lunch 

 1:00 p.m. Keynote Address 
Dov. S. Zakheim, Center for Naval Analyses, Analysis & Solutions 

 2:00  Break 

 2:30 Panel 2 – 21st Century Security Challenges 
 Keir A. Lieber, Georgetown University  
 Caitlin Talmadge, The George Washington University 
 Robert J. Art, Brandeis University 
Moderator:  Derek S. Reveron, U.S. Naval War College 

4:00 Adjourn Day One 

 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19 

 8:30 a.m. Keynote Address  
Sir Hew F. Strachan, University of Oxford 

 9:30 Break / Proceed to seminar locations 

 9:45 Seminars 

 11:00 Break / Proceed to next event 

 11:15 Mandatory training for students in Spruance Auditorium 

 11:15 Lecture available for those not attending training – McCarty Little Hall Auditorium 
“The Future of Chinese Sea Power,” presented by Toshi Yoshihara, U.S. Naval War College 

 1:15 Lunch 

 2:00 p.m. Keynote Address  
Kiron Skinner, Carnegie Mellon University 

 3:00  Break 

 3:15 Panel 3 – 21st Century Sea Power and Global Maritime Leadership 
 Carlyle A. Thayer, Australian Defence Force Academy  
 Andrew Lambert, King’s College London 
 James R. Kurth, Swarthmore College 
Moderator: Toshi Yoshihara, U.S. Naval War College 

 4:45 Adjourn 
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U.S. NAVAL WAR COLLEGE LEADERSHIP 
 
 

REAR ADMIRAL JOHN N. CHRISTENSON, U.S. NAVY 

President, U.S. Naval War College 

Rear Adm. Christenson became the 53rd president of the U.S. Naval War 
College, March 30, 2011.  The fourth of six sons of a Navy Skyraider pilot and 
a Navy nurse, he graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1981. 

At sea, he commanded USS McClusky (FFG 41); Destroyer Squadron 21 in USS 
John C. Stennis (CVN 74); and Carrier Strike Group 12, the USS Enterprise 
(CVN 65) Strike Group and most recently served as president, Board of 
Inspection and Survey.  He also served as the anti- submarine warfare officer 
and main propulsion assistant aboard USS Cook (FF 1083); aide to 
commander, Cruiser Destroyer Group 1 in USS Long Beach (CGN 9); weapons 
officer aboard USS Downes (FF 1070); Destroyer Squadron 21 combat 

systems officer in USS Nimitz (CVN 68); and, as executive officer aboard USS Harry W. Hill (DD 986).  He 
deployed eight times on seven ships and twice in command of McClusky. 

Ashore, he commanded the Surface Warfare Officers School in Newport, and as a new flag officer he 
served as commander, Naval Mine and Anti-submarine Warfare Command, Corpus Christi, Texas.  He also 
served at the U.S. Naval Academy as a company officer, celestial navigation instructor, assistant varsity 
soccer coach and member of the admissions board; at Headquarters, United States Marine Corps in the 
Strategic Initiatives Group; on the Joint Staff, J5 and as executive assistant to the assistant chairman. 

He graduated with distinction, and first in his class from the Naval War College, earning his Master's 
degree in National Security and Strategic Studies.  He was also a Navy Federal Executive Fellow at the 
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy. 

Christenson has been awarded the Defense Superior Service Medal, the Legion of Merit (five awards), 
the Meritorious Service Medal (two awards), the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (five 
awards) and the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal. 
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AMBASSADOR (RET.) MARY ANN PETERS 

Provost, U.S. Naval War College 

Ambassador Mary Ann Peters became the fourth provost of the U.S. Naval 
War College on September 18, 2008.  Previously, she was dean of academics 
of the College of International and Security Studies at the George C. Marshall 
European Center for Security Studies in Garmisch – Partenkirchen, Germany.  
Prior to becoming the dean of the college, Ambassador Peters served as 
associate director for international liaison at the Marshall Center. 

Ambassador Peters spent more than 30 years as a career diplomat with the 
U.S. Department of State.  From 2000 to 2003, Ambassador Peters served as 

the U.S. Ambassador to Bangladesh, leading the mission’s efforts in support of the war on terrorism and 
other key U.S. foreign policy goals.  She received a Presidential Meritorious Service Award in 2003 for her 
work in Bangladesh.  Prior to her posting in Dhaka, Ambassador Peters was the deputy chief of mission 
at the United States Embassy in Ottawa, Canada, responsible for the management of the embassy and 
supervision of the six U.S. consulates general in Canada. From 1995 to 1997, Ambassador Peters served 
in the White House as Director for European and Canadian Affairs at the National Security Council.  
Among other portfolios in this position, Ambassador Peters worked on the diplomatic and security 
aspects of the search for peace in Northern Ireland.  From 1993 to 1994, Ambassador Peters served as 
deputy assistant secretary of state with oversight responsibility for U.S. relations with 19 Western 
European countries and Canada.  In this capacity she acted as the U.S. chair of the U.S. – Canada military 
coordination body, the Permanent Joint Board on Defense. 

A senior diplomat, fluent in six foreign languages, Ambassador Peters has also served in Sofia, Bulgaria, 
as deputy chief of mission; in Moscow as economic counselor; and in Mandalay, Burma as principal 
officer.  From 1988 to 1990, Ambassador Peters was the deputy director of the Office of Pakistan, 
Afghanistan and Bangladesh Affairs in the State Department.  She began her career as a vice-consul in 
Frankfurt in 1975.  

Ambassador Peters holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Santa Clara University and a Master’s in 
International Studies from the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies.  Her formal 
education also included courses at the Institut d’Etudes Politiques in Paris. 

Ambassador Peters is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and Women in International Security. 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 
(in order of appearance) 

 
 

WILLIAM C. WOHLFORTH 

William C. Wohlforth is the Daniel Webster Professor at Dartmouth, where 
he teaches in the Department of Government.  He received his doctorate in 
Political Science from Yale with specialization in international relations and 
Russian/Soviet studies.  He is the author or editor of six books and some 60 
articles and book chapters on topics ranging from the Cold War and its end to 
unipolarity and contemporary U.S. grand strategy.  He has held fellowships at 
the Institute of Strategic Studies at Yale, the Center for International Security 
and Cooperation at Stanford, and the Hoover Institution.  He is a member of 
the Council of Foreign Relations and has served as a consultant for the 
National Intelligence Council and the National Bureau of Asian Research.  He 
is currently writing a book with Stephen Brooks entitled America Abroad The 
United States’ Global Role in the 21st Century. 

 

 

 

DOV S. ZAKHEIM 

Dov S. Zakheim is Vice Chairman of the Center for The National Interest.  He 
is also Senior Advisor at the Center for Strategic and International Studies 
and Senior Fellow at CNA, a federally funded research and development 
center.  From 2001 to April 2004 he was Under Secretary of Defense 
(Comptroller) and Chief Financial Officer for the Department of Defense; 
from 2002-2004 he also served as DOD’s coordinator of civilian programs in 
Afghanistan.  During the 2000 presidential campaign, he served as a senior 
foreign policy advisor to then-Governor Bush. 

From 1985 until 1987, Dr. Zakheim was Deputy Under Secretary of Defense 
for Planning and Resources in the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (Policy). 

Dr. Zakheim has served on numerous government, corporate, non-profit and charitable boards, and on 
the Commission on Wartime Contracting in Iraq and Afghanistan.  He holds a B.A., summa cum laude, 
from Columbia University, studied at the London School of Economics and earned his doctorate in 
economics and politics at St. Antony's College, University of Oxford.  He has been an adjunct professor at 
several major universities, and provides media commentary on national security policy issues 
domestically and internationally.  He is the recipient of numerous awards including the Defense 
Department’s highest civilian award in 1986, 1987 and 2004 and has been elected a member of the 
Royal Swedish Academy of War Sciences.  His most recent book is A Vulcan’s Tale: How the Bush 
Administration Mismanaged the Reconstruction of Afghanistan. 
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SIR HEW F. STRACHAN 

Hew Strachan has been Chichele Professor of the History of War at the 
University of Oxford and a Fellow of All Souls College since 2002, and was 
Director of the Oxford Programme on the Changing Character of War 
between 2003 and 2012.  He also serves on the Strategic Advisory Panel of 
the Chief of the Defence Staff and on the UK Defence Academy Advisory 
Board, as well as being a Trustee of the Imperial War Museum, a 
Commonwealth War Graves Commissioner, and member of both the 
National Committee for the Centenary of the First World War and the 
Council of the International Institute for Strategic Studies.  Born in Edinburgh 
in 1949, and educated at Rugby and Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, he 
was elected a Research Fellow of Corpus Christi in 1975, became a Senior 
Lecturer in War Studies at the RMA Sandhurst in 1978, and then returned to 

Corpus in 1979, where he was successively Admissions Tutor and Senior Tutor, and is now a Life Fellow.  
From 1992 to 2001 he was Professor of Modern History at the University of Glasgow, and from 1996 to 
2001 founding Director of the Scottish Centre for War Studies. 

His books include: European Armies and the Conduct of War (1983, and also translated into Spanish), 
Wellington’s Legacy: the Reform of the British Army 1830-54 (1984), From Waterloo to Balaclava: Tactics, 
Technology and the British Army 1815-1854 (1985) (awarded the Templer Medal), The Politics of the 
British Army (1997) (awarded the Westminster Medal), the first volume of his projected three-volume, 
The First World War (To Arms) (2001) (awarded two American military history prizes and nominated for 
the Glenfiddich Scottish book of the year), and The First World War: A New Illustrated History (2003), 
published to accompany the 10-part Wark Clements television series for Channel 4, (nominated for a 
British Book Award and translated into German, Italian, Dutch, Spanish, French and Greek).  His latest 
book is Carl von Clausewitz's On War: a biography (2007, and translated into Portuguese, German, 
Dutch, Polish, Italian and Finnish).  He is joint editor of the journal, War in History, and editor of The 
Oxford Illustrated History of the First World War (1998),  The British Army, Manpower and Society into 
the 21st Century (2000), Big wars and small wars: the British army and the lessons of war in the 20th 
century (2006), (with Andreas Herberg-Rothe) Clausewitz in the Twenty-First Century (2007), (with Sibylle 
Scheipers), The Changing Character of War (2011), and (with Holger Afflerbach), How fighting ends: a 
history of surrender (2012). 

He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh in 2003 and awarded an Hon. D. Univ. by the 
University of Paisley in 2005.  In 2010 he chaired a task force on the implementation of the Armed Forces 
Covenant for the Prime Minister.  In 2011 he was the inaugural Humanitas Visiting Professor in War 
Studies at the University of Cambridge and became a specialist adviser to the Joint Committee on the 
National Security Strategy.  He is a Deputy Lieutenant for Tweeddale, and a Brigadier in the Queen's 
Bodyguard for Scotland (Royal Company of Archers).  In December 2012, Foreign Policy magazine included 
him in its list of top global thinkers for the year.  He was knighted in the 2013 New Year’s Honours. 
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KIRON SKINNER 

Kiron Skinner, director of Carnegie Mellon University’s Center for International 
Relations and Politics, is widely known in academic circles for her expertise in 
the areas of international relations, U.S. foreign policy, and political strategy.  
She is an associate professor of international relations and politics at Carnegie 
Mellon University and is the W. Glenn Campbell Research Fellow at Stanford 
University’s Hoover Institution, where she serves on the Shultz-Stephenson 
Task Force on Energy Policy. 

Her government service includes membership on the U.S. Defense 
Department’s Defense Policy Board (2001-2007) as an adviser on the Iraq and 

Afghanistan wars; the Chief of Naval Operations’ (CNO) Executive Panel (2004-present); the National 
Academies Committee on Behavioral and Social Science Research to Improve Intelligence Analysis for 
National Security (2009-2011); and the National Security Education Board (2004-2011).  She has cochaired 
the CNO task forces on the Middle East and Africa.  In 2010, Skinner was appointed to the advisory board 
of the George W. Bush Oral History Project.  She also serves on the boards of the Atlantic Council of the 
United States in Washington, D.C.; Propel Schools (a collection of charter schools) in the Pittsburgh area; 
and Saint Vincent College in Latrobe, PA.  She is a member of the Pacific Council on International Policy in 
Los Angeles and the Council on Foreign Relations in New York City, where she is a former adjunct fellow of 
CFR’s Studies Department. 

Skinner is the coauthor, along with political scientists Serhiy Kudelia, Bruce Bueno de Mesquita, and 
Condoleezza Rice, of The Strategy of Campaigning: Lessons from Ronald Reagan and Boris Yeltsin.  She 
authored Turning Points in Ending the Cold War, a landmark work in international history featuring a 
collection of essays by leading American and Russian statesmen and scholars.  Additionally, Skinner has 
coauthored the New York Times best sellers Reagan, In His Own Hand and Reagan, A Life In Letters.  She is 
a frequent contributor of opinion essays, and has written for CNN.com, National Review Online, The New 
York Times, and The Wall Street Journal. 

Skinner holds MA and PhD degrees in political science and international relations from Harvard University 
and undergraduate degrees from Spelman College and Sacramento City College.  She is the recipient of an 
honorary Doctor of Laws degree from Molloy College on Long Island.  Her preferred leisure pastime is 
hiking in the mountains and foothills of California. 
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PANEL 1 
U.S. GRAND STRATEGY: INTENDED AND ACTUAL OUTCOMES 

 
 

COLIN DUECK 

Colin Dueck is an associate professor in George Mason University's 
Department of Public and International Affairs.  He studied politics at 
Princeton University, and international relations at Oxford under a Rhodes 
scholarship.  He has published two books on American foreign and national 
security policies, Hard Line: The Republican Party and US Foreign Policy since 
World War II (Princeton 2010) and Reluctant Crusaders: Power, Culture, and 
Change in American Grand Strategy (Princeton 2006.)  He has also published 
articles on these same subjects in journals such as International Security, 
Orbis, Security Studies, Review of International Studies, Political Science 
Quarterly, and World Policy Journal.  His recent research focus is on the 
relationship between party politics, presidential leadership, American 

conservatism, and US foreign policy strategies.  He is the faculty adviser for the Alexander Hamilton 
Society at George Mason University. 

 

 

 

CHRISTOPHER LAYNE 

Christopher Layne is a University Distinguished Professor, Robert M. Gates 
Chair in National Security, and professor of international affairs at the Bush 
School of Government and Public Service at Texas A&M University.  His fields 
of interest are international relations theory, great power politics, US foreign 
policy, and grand strategy.  Professor Layne has written two books: The 
Peace of Illusions: American Grand Strategy from 1940 to the Present 
(Cornell University Press, 2006), and (with Bradley A. Thayer) American 
Empire: A Debate (Routledge, 2006).  His current book project, After the Fall: 
International Politics, U.S. Grand Strategy, and the End of the Pax 
Americana, is under contract with Yale University Press.  Additionally, he has 
contributed extensively to the debates about international relations theory 
and American foreign policy in such scholarly and policy journals as 

International Security, International History Review, Security Studies, International Politics, Review of 
International Studies, Journal of Strategic Studies, The National Interest, Foreign Policy, The Washington 
Quarterly, World Policy Journal, and Orbis.  Professor Layne has been a frequent contributor to The 
Atlantic, The New Republic, The Nation, Financial Times, New York Times, Los Angeles Times, Washington 
Post, and The Australian.  He also is a contributing editor for The American Conservative.  He is a 
consultant to the National Intelligence Council and a member of the Council on Foreign Relations.  In 
spring 2014, he will be a Visiting Fellow at the Norwegian Nobel Institute in Oslo. 
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WALTER A. MCDOUGALL 

Walter A. McDougall is the Alloy-Ansin Professor of International Relations 
and History at the University of Pennsylvania.  His honors include the 
Pulitzer Prize for history, election to the Society of American Historians, and 
appointment to the Library of Congress Council of Scholars.  McDougall 
graduated from New Trier (Illinois) High School (1964) and Amherst College 
(1968).  After service in the U.S. Army artillery during the Vietnam War, 
McDougall took a PhD under world historian William H. McNeill at the 
University of Chicago (1974).  The following year he was hired by the 
University of California, Berkeley, and taught there until 1988, when he was 
offered the chair at Penn.  McDougall is also a Senior Fellow at Philadelphia’s 
Foreign Policy Research Institute where he edited its journal Orbis and now 

co-directs its History Institute for secondary school teachers.  His articles and columns have appeared in 
The New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Los Angeles Times, Commentary, and other national 
publications.  An unabashed generalist, his books range from France's Rhineland Diplomacy 1914-1924: 
The Last Bid for a  Balance of Power in Europe (1978), and the Heavens and the Earth: A Political History 
of the Space Age (1985), to Let the Sea Make a Noise: A History of the North Pacific From Magellan to 
MacArthur (1992), Promised Land, Crusader State: The American Encounter with the World Since 1776 
(1997), and Freedom Just Around the Corner: A New American History 1585-1828 (2004).  His latest 
book, Throes of Democracy: The American Civil War Era 1829-1877 (2008), was chosen by the 
Athenæum of Philadelphia as best book of the year by a local author.  A devotee of books, sports, 
politics, and all kinds of music from Bach to Bob Dylan, McDougall lives with his wife and children in Bryn 
Mawr, Pennsylvania. 

 

 

 

JOHN H. MAURER 
Professor John H. Maurer serves as the Chair of the Strategy and Policy 
Department at the Naval War College in Newport, Rhode Island.  He is a 
graduate of Yale University and holds an M.A.L.D. and Ph.D. in International 
Relations from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University.  
Before joining the faculty of the Naval War College, he served as executive 
editor of Orbis: A Journal of World Affairs, and held the position of senior 
research fellow at the Foreign Policy Research Institute.  He served on the 
Secretary of the Navy’s advisory committee on naval history.  In addition, he is 
the author or editor of books examining the outbreak of the First World War, 
military interventions in the developing world, naval arms control between 

the two world wars, and a study about Winston Churchill’s views on British foreign policy and strategy.  
His current research includes work on Winston Churchill and Great Britain’s decline as a world power.  At 
the College, he teaches an elective course on Churchill and grand strategy.  In June 2001, he received the 
U.S. Navy’s Meritorious Civilian Service Award. 
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PANEL 2 
21ST CENTURY SECURITY CHALLENGES 

 
 

KEIR A. LIEBER 

Keir Lieber is Associate Professor in the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign 
Service and the Department of Government at Georgetown University.  He 
earned his M.A. and Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of Chicago, 
and graduated Phi Beta Kappa with a B.A. from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison.  He previously taught at the University of Notre Dame.  Prof. 
Lieber’s areas of expertise include nuclear weapons, strategy, and 
deterrence; the causes of war; U.S. foreign policy; and international relations 
theory.  He is author of War and the Engineers: The Primacy of Politics over 
Technology (Cornell University Press, 2005, 2008) and editor of War, Peace, 
and International Political Realism (University of Notre Dame Press, 2009).  
His articles have appeared in the leading scholarly and foreign policy 

publications, including International Security, Security Studies, Foreign Affairs, and the Atlantic Monthly.  
He has been awarded fellowships from the Brookings Institution, Council on Foreign Relations, Earhart 
Foundation, and Smith Richardson Foundation.  Prof. Lieber is currently writing a book (with Daryl Press, 
of Dartmouth College) on nuclear weapons and international politics.  

 

 

 

CAITLIN TALMADGE 

Caitlin Talmadge is Assistant Professor of Political Science and International 
Affairs at the George Washington University, where she is also a member of 
the Institute for Security and Conflict Studies.  Her research and teaching 
focus on defense policy, civil-military relations, U.S. military operations and 
strategy, nuclear proliferation, and Persian Gulf security issues.  Her writing 
has appeared in International Security, Security Studies, The Washington 
Quarterly, The Non-Proliferation Review, The Christian Science Monitor, 
Foreign Policy.com, and the Harvard International Review, among other 
outlets, and she is currently completing a book on military effectiveness.  
She is also co-author of the book U.S. Defense Politics: the Origins of Security 
Policy (with Harvey Sapolsky and Eugene Gholz, second edition 

forthcoming).  She is a graduate of Harvard (A.B., summa cum laude) and the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (Ph.D.), and has held fellowships from Harvard University, the Smith Richardson Foundation, 
the Brookings Institution, and the American Political Science Association.  Prior to graduate school, she 
worked at the Center for Strategic and International Studies.  She also has previously served as a 
consultant to the Office of Net Assessment at the U.S. Department of Defense and was named a Next 
Generation National Security Leader by the Center for a New American Security in 2009. 

 

  

http://policy.com/
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ROBERT J. ART 

Robert J. Art is Christian A. Herter Professor of International Relations at 
Brandeis University, where he teaches international relations and specializes 
in national security affairs and American foreign policy.  He is also a senior 
advisor at the Security Studies Program at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, and director of MIT’s Seminar XXI Program.  

Professor Art received his B.A. from Columbia College in 1964 (summa cum 
laude) and his Ph.D. from Harvard University in 1967.  He has received grants 
from the Center for International Studies at Harvard University, the Council 
on Foreign Relations, the Guggenheim Foundation, the Ford Foundation, the 
United States Institute of Peace, and the Century Foundation.  In 2006 he 
received the Distinguished Scholar Award for Lifetime Achievement from the 

International Security Studies Section of the International Studies Association.  In 2008 a conference was 
held in his honor at Georgetown University’s Walsh School of Foreign Service to celebrate his 
contributions to international relations and American foreign policy.  

Professor Art is a former member of the Secretary of Defense’s Long Range Planning Staff (1982), a 
former Dean of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences at Brandeis University, and has consulted for 
the Central Intelligence Agency.  He is current a faculty associate of the National Intelligence Council.  He 
is also a member of the editorial boards of the scholarly journals International Security, Security Studies, 
and Political Science Quarterly.  Since 1982, he has co-edited, along with Robert Jervis and Stephen Walt, 
Cornell University’s “Series in Security Studies.” 

Professor Art has lectured at numerous American and foreign universities and research institutes, 
including the U.S. National War College, the National War College (Beijing), the Fuhrungsakademie 
(Hamburg), the Institute for War Studies (King’s College), the NATO School at Oberammergau, and the 
School of International Studies at Peking University. 

He has published over 40 articles in scholarly journals and written these three books:  The TFX Decision:  
McNamara and the Military (1968); A Grand Strategy for America (2003) – a finalist for the Arthur B. 
Ross Award of the Council on Foreign Relations; and America’s Grand Strategy and World Politics (2009).   

 
 
 

DEREK S. REVERON 
Dr. Reveron is a professor of national security affairs and the EMC 
Informationist Chair at the U.S. Naval War College in Newport, R.I.  He 
specializes in strategy development, non-state security challenges, 
intelligence, and U.S. defense policy.  He has authored or edited seven 
books.  The latest are Exporting Security: International Engagement, Security 
Cooperation, and the Changing Face of the U.S. Military (Georgetown 
University Press, 2010) and Human Security in a Borderless World (Westview 
Press, 2011). 

Dr. Reveron has lectured on strategy and international security in more than 
twenty countries, primarily in South America and East and Southern Africa.  
As a serving officer in the Navy Reserves, he has served in Navy and joint 

units to include the National Military Command Center, NATO’s Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers 
Europe, and NATO Training Mission-Afghanistan. 

Dr. Reveron serves as a senior editorial board member for the National Intelligence Journal, an editorial 
board member of the Naval War College Review, and is a contributing editor to the New Atlanticist, the 
blog for the Atlantic Council of the United States and globalsecurity.org.  A frequent commentator on 
international security issues, CBS, AP, Bloomberg, NPR, and other regional and national media outlets 
have interviewed him. 

Before joining the Naval War College faculty in 2004, Dr. Reveron taught political science at the U.S. Naval 
Academy.  During graduate school, he formulated, implemented and evaluated democracy promotion 
programs for the NGO Heartland International.  He received a diploma from the Naval War College, an MA 
in political science and a Ph.D. in public policy analysis from the University of Illinois at Chicago. 

http://www.acus.org/users/derek-reverton
http://sitrep.globalsecurity.org/derek-reveron/
http://www.heartlandinternational.org/
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PANEL 3 
21ST CENTURY SEA POWER AND GLOBAL MARITIME LEADERSHIP 

 
 

CARLYLE A. THAYER 

Carlyle A. Thayer is Emeritus Professor, The University of New South Wales 
(UNSW) at the Australian Defence Force Academy (ADFA), Canberra.  
Professor Thayer was educated at Brown (A.B., political science), Yale (M.A. 
Southeast Asian Studies) and ANU (PhD, international relations).  He began 
his career at the UNSW and taught first at The Royal Military College-
Duntroon (1979-85) before transferring to ADFA (1986-2010).  His career 
includes senior appointments to The Australian National University (1992-
95); the Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies in Hawaii (1999-2002); 
Centre for Defence and Strategic Studies, Australian Defence College (2002-
04); and the Australian Command and Staff College (2006-07 and 2010).  He 
was appointed the C.V. Starr Distinguished Visiting Professor at the School of 
Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins University in 2005 and the 
Inaugural Frances M. and Stephen H. Fuller Distinguished Visiting Professor 

at Ohio University (2008).  Professor Thayer is the author of over 450 publications including, “China’s 
New Wave of Aggressive Assertiveness in the South China Sea,” The International Journal of China 
Studies, 2(3), 2011; “The Rise of China and India: Challenging or Reinforcing Southeast Asia’s 
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