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Synopsis 

In On War, Carl von Clausewitz devotes the most attention to understanding the nature of 

the defensive form of warfare. Balancing the material, historical, and political aspects of war, 

Clausewitz weaves an analysis of the defense’s inherent potential strength. The ultimate means 

of support for the defense, Clausewitz argues, are allies. He goes so far to distinguish defensive 

allies from ordinary allies, which an attacker might also have. But identifying what, in particular, 

makes defensive allies so potent is wanting in his analysis. In an attempt to fill the gap, I contend 

that a philosophical account of friendship clarifies Clausewitz’s distinction between ordinary and 

defensive allies. What does it mean to conceive of an alliance as a kind of friendship—or to see 

an ally as a friend?  
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